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President’s 

message 


well,  another  NOW  con- 
ention  is  behind  ua  and 
e're  looking  towards  next 
ear  at  the  Eau  Claire  Civic 
enter,  May  2-3,  1987.  I wo- 
ld urge  every  member  of  NOW 
o help  promote  the  show  so 
e can  increase  public  awar- 
ness.  Thanks  to  the  Sheboy- 
an  club  for  hosting  NOW  '86. 

Many  thanks  to  the  out- 
oing  board  members  for  a 
ob  well  done:  Tom  -Fruit, 

ick  Anderson,  Del  Bertschy 
nd  Harry  Collins.  Also  to 
he  outgoing  past  president 
arold  Helm,  vice-president 
arol  Janney,  secretary- tr- 
asurer  Mike  Tramte,  presi- 
bnt  Bob  Kraft  and  editor 
ene  Johnson  for  their  many 
bntributions  to  NOW  and  nu- 
Lsmatics  in  general. 


I would  like  to  welcome 
the  new  board  members  elec- 
ted to  3 year  terms:  Dick 
Anderson,  Tom  Fruit,  Mike 
Tramte  and  Carol  Janney. 
Welcome  also  to  Robert  Van 
Ryzin  as  vice-president,  and 
Harold  Helm,  Les  Burzinski 
and  Del  Bertschy  who  were 
appointed  to  the  board.  Gene 
Johnson  has  agreed  to  stay 
on  as  editor,  Hank  Thoele 
was  appointed  as  secretary, 
and  Dave  Hunsicker  as  treas- 
urer. I think  we  have  a fine 


Presidents  Message 
continued 


executive  board  and  I'm  lo- 
oking forward  to  my  next  2 
years . 

I would  also  like  to  ap- 
peal to  all  clubs  to  give 
any  information  about  club 
activities,  speakers,  prese- 
ntations, auctions,  or  shows 
to  Gene  Johnson  for  the  NOW 
News.  Don't  forget  to  pro- 
vide Gene  with  the  current 
officers  of  your  club.  NOW 
is  your  club,  and  it  would 
be  in  your  best  interest  to 
provide  Gene  with  this  in- 
formation as  soon  as  possib- 
le to  help  him  publish  a fun 
and  informative  NOW  News. 

The  Wisconsin  Numismatic 
Writers  Assoc.  is  open  to 
all  NOW  members  for  annual 
dues  of  $1.00,  and  you  don't 
need  to  be  an  accomplished 
writer  to  join.  Members  of 
W'NWA  are  expected  to  submit 
one  article  a year  which  are 
then  eligible  for  cash  awar- 
ds at  the  awards  breakfast. 

As  everyone  is  probably 
aware  of,  the  ANA  is  coming 
to  Milwaukee  Aug.  5-10,  1986. 
I believe  this  ANA  will  have 
more  state  support  than  any 
other.  There  will  be  many 
display  cases  of  WI  items  by 
NOW  members.  NOW  will  also 
have  a table,  and  I urge  all 
members  to  support  the  show 
and  to  volunteer  their  time 
to  help  man  the  NOW  table. 
To  volunteer  your  time,  con- 
tact me  or  any  board  member. 


It  was  nice  meeting  a: 
talking  to  everyone  at  Sh<n 
boygan,  and  I'm  looking  fo); 
ward  to  seeing  all  of  you 
Milwaukee.  It  is  my  ho)| 
that  we  can  all  work  toget 
er  to  make  the  next  2 yea*] 
exciting  and  rewarding. 


CURRENCY  CONVENTION  PLAN- 


The  Professional  Curre? 
cy  Dealers  Association  aa 
International  Bank  Note  Sj 
ciety  will  jointly  sponss 
the  National  and  World  Pap3 
Money  convention  Novemb:^ 
13-14-15-16,  1986  at  the  Si 
Louis,  Missouri  Cervantc 
Convention  Center.  The  1 
table  bourse  area  of  t: 
currency  collectors'  eve- 
will  be  held  the  same  wee3 
end  as  the  National  Silv- 
Dollar  convention,  a 4* 
table  coin  show  in  a sepai 
ate  exhibit  hall  of  the  Ce 
vantes  Convention  Center. 

Kevin  Foley,  secreta 
of  the  Professional  Curren 
Dealers  Association,  is  ac 
ing  as  bourse  chairman  f 
the  convention.  Dealers  i 
terested  in  bourse  space  s 
ould  contact  Foley  at  P. 
Box  589,  Milwaukee,  Wisco 
sin,  53201,  or  by  calli 
(414)  282-2388. 
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Numismatists 

Of 

Wisconsin 


26th  Annual 

COIN  SHOW 

AND  CONVENTION 


SHEBOYGAN/NOW  - 1986 

In  the  year  1986,  filled 
With  large  and  prestigious 
Wisconsin  coin  conventions, 
■Including  the  huge  ANA/Mil- 
1/aukee  show  in  August,  the 
Wheboygan/NOW  show  at  the 
American  Club  in  Kohler, 
,1U  doubtless  be  counted 
-among  the  conventions  con- 
;idered  most  beautifully  set. 
[ite  wise,  the  American  Club 
:ras  most  honestly  described 
*y  Kettle  Moraine  Newsletter 
jditor  Dave  Hunsicker  as 
■ritzy".  For  sheer  elegance, 
inhere  have  been  no  equals  in 
I he  26  annual  conventions  of 

low. 

The  convention  was  ligh- 
jly  attended,  which  tended 
lo  cloud  what  was  otherwise 

truly  exceptional  show. 




NOW  past  president  Chet 
Krause  echoed  the  feelings 
of  the  NOW  executive  board 
when  he  thanked  the  Sheboy- 
gan Coin  Club  for  inviting 
NOW  to  the  Sheboygan  area, 
and  attending  the  Awards  Br- 
eakfast to  break  bread  with 
those  who  share  our  common 
hobby  interest. 

NOW  BREAKFAST  NOTES 

The  26th  annual  NOW  Awa- 
rds Breakfast  was  held  at 
the  American  Club  in  Kohler, 
44  persons  attending.  Grand 
exhibit  winner  was  Tom  Sny- 
der of  Milwaukee,  second  pl- 
ace winner  was  Louie  Stubler 
of  the  host  Sheboygan  club* 
third  place  went  to  John 
Wilson  of  Milwaukee.  The  St- 
ratton Prieve  award  for  the 
most  educational  exhibit 


KRAUSE  EXHIBITS 
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went  to  Louie  Stubler  who 
exhibited  counters tamped  co- 
ins in  his  award  winning 
display. 

The  ’annual  Wisconsin 
Numismatic  Writers  awards 
were  presented  by  NOW  board 
member  Richard  Anderson, 
First  place  award,  $loo  in 
cash  and  a plaque  went  to 
Fred  Borgmann  of  Iola,  sec- 
ond prize,  $50.00,  to  Bruce 
Cox  of  Hurley,  Wisconsin, 
and  third  place,  $25.00  to 
Harold  Helm  of  Oshkosh.  The 
cash  prizes  were  provided 
by;  $100  award,  South  Shore 
Coin  Club,  $50.00,  Numisma- 
tic Research  Society,  and 
the  $25.00  award,  Milwaukee 
Numismatic  Society. 

Members  of  the  host  She- 
boygan Coin  Club  were  intro- 
duced, and  President  Bob  Kr- 
aft and  Past  President  Chet 
Krause  thanked  the  Sheboygan 
members  for  inviting  the  NOW 
show  to  the  area. 

GENERAL  MEMBERSHIP  MEETING 

The  general  membership 
meeting  of  NOW  was  held  Sun- 
day, April  13th  at  the  Amer- 
ican Club  in  Kohler.  Much  of 
the  memberships  concern  was 
in  the  role  of  NOw  in  the 
upcoming  ANA  show  to  be  held 
at  Milwaukee. 

In  membership  actions; 
it  was  decided  NOW  would 
become  a ANA/Milwaukee  1986 
patron.  A $25.00  contribu- 
tion was  authorized  for  this 
purpose.  NOW  will  also  set 
up  and  operate  a membership 
and  information  table  for 
the  duration  of  the  ANA  show. 


Thirty  cases  of  rare  W:i 
sconsin  bank  notes  is  a b:i 
exhibit,  but  Chet  Krause  h<£ 
only  a few  of  his  goodie 
"ready"  by  the  time  the  N(C 
show  at  Kohler  rolled  arouir 
When  the  ANA  convention  hilt 
MECCA  in  August  the  30  casee 
from  the  Kohler  display  wi'l 
take  their  places  along  win 
another  200  cases  at  til' 
"Wisconsin"  display  area. 

Viewers  of  the  30  ca;j 
non-competitive  Krause  e:> 
hibit  were  amazed  by  the  v« 
riety;  territorial  note;* 
broken  bank  notes,  rare  air 
exotic  city,  county,  and  In 
mber  company  script.  Unt:i 
this  year  no  one,  other  tha 
Chet,  had  ever  seen  the  ran 
material,  it  had  never  be<e 
assembled  and  shown. 

The  territorial  notte 
were  enhanced  by  severe 
very  old  maps  of  Wiscons:i 
prior  to  the  1848  statehoocc 


CLUB  REPRESENTATIVES  MEETI 1 

The  second  annual  mee3 
ing  of  the  NOW  local  cl; 
representatives  was  held 
the  American  Club,  Saturday 
April  12th. 

Representatives  of  t 
Racine  Numismatic  Socie3 
announced  a new  conventi. 
center  will  be  built  on  t 
lakefront  in  downtown  Raci. 
and  this  new  building  wi 
be  the  site  of  the  1988  R' 
cine/NOW  show. 
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A discussion  of  club  pr- 
ograms followed,  these  will 
i be  covered  in  club- rep  arti- 
'i  cles  elsewhere  in  this  issue 
is  of  NOW  News. 

Jerry  Binsfeld,  who  re- 
0 placed  Racine  club  rep  Rich- 
rard  Roskres,  when  he  moved 
tout  of  the  state,  was  award- 
ed a 1985  proof  set  as  the 
Itop  club  representative  news 
tprovider . 

[ 

WE  SAW  YOU  AT 

s — 

SHEBOYGAN/NOW 

■ 

Dei  Bertschy,  but  no  Luella, 
she  had  too  many  social  com- 
mitments to  make  the  trip. 
Del  was  already  receiving 
birthday  cards  for  his  April 
number  90!  Thats  90  years 
young! ! 

rlarry  Collins  of  rfausau  pul- 
ling a cart  full  of  coins 
and  selling  tickets  for  the 
"lay  11th  show  at  Wausau. 

Jerry  and  Millie  Tillung  of 
lau  Claire  were  sporting 
some  of  the  nicest  coin  jew- 
elry at  the  show.  Jerry  will 
ae  the  general  chairman  at 
Cau  Claire/NOW  1987. 

larold  Vanderleest  had  a big 
aandage  on  his  finger,  seems 
:he  electric  drill  didn't 
:now  his  finger  was  there! 

Jleary  eyed  Bob  Van  Ryzin 
lad  just  come  off  the  third 
>hift-even  nice  coins  could- 
i't  rev  up  his  motor  on  Sat- 
lrday  AM! 

ete  Phillips  of  Madison  has 
l motorized  set  of  wheels  to 


ease  the  arthiritic  pain  of 
covering  the  bourse.  This 
guy  doesn't  stop  smiling. 

Courtney  Coffing  had  a nice 
display  of  notes  from  Ger- 
many. He  claims  he  had  an 
account  in  Germany  that  used 
checks  written  on  Chase  Man- 
hatten! 

Ralph  Winquist  was  so  far 
back  in  the  corner  he  had  a 
rural  route  address  - but, 
back  of  the  curtain,  people 
who  needed  supplies  found 
him, 

Keith  Kwallek  of  Eau  Claire 
came  without  his  wife,  she 
was  dog  sitting.  Keith  has 
his  share  of  good  stories 
about  his  adventures  in  Can- 
adian  numismatics. 

Speaking  of  stories,  Cliff 
Manthe's  selection  of  Nor- 
wegian jokes  at  Richard's 
Supper  Club  in  Sheboygan 
Falls  even  had  Muriel  laugh- 
ing. 


N.O.W.  SECRETARY  CHANGE 

April  15th  was  not  only 
the  State  and  Federal  tax 
deadline  day  this  year,  but 
also  marked  an  internal  cha- 
nge in  NOW  bookeeping  admin- 
istration. Beginning  at  once, 
membership  applications  and 
other  business  concerning 
records,  address  changes, 
local  club  requests  for  the 
grading  video  and  other  sec- 
retarial mail  should  be  add- 
ressed to: : Hank  Thoele,  P.0. 
Box  12703,  Green  Bay,  WI. 
54307. 
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NOW  OFFICERS 
APPQINTED-ELECTED 

The  year  1986  marks  a 
significant  youth  movement 
in  NOW  elected  and  appointed 
offices.  In  a special  execu- 
tive board  election,  Randy 
Miller  of  Oshkosh  was  elect- 
ed NOW  president.  In  regular 
election  results,  Robert 
"Bob”  Van  Ryzin  was  elected 
NOW  vice  president.  The  two 
new  NOW  leaders  are  prime 
movers  of  the  Oshkosh  based 
Numismatic  Research  Society 
(NRS).  Elected  to  the  NOW 
board  of  governors  were  vet- 
eran board  members  Richard 
Anderson  of  Menasha,  and  Tom 
Fruit  of  Green  Bay.  Filling 
out  the  1986  elected  board 
were  past  vice  president . Ca- 
rol Janney  of  Richland  Cen- 
ter, and  retiring  sec/treas- 
urer  Mike  Tramte  of  Green 
Bay. 

President  Randy  Miller 
then  appointed  the  following 
persons  to  fill  vacancy’s 
created  by  the  1986  election; 
Harold  Helm  will  fill  the 
remaining  two  year  board 
term  of  new  vice  president 
Bob  Van  Ryzin,  Lester  Burz- 
inski  will  complete  the  one 
year  term  of  David  Hunsicker 
who  was  appointed  NOW  treas- 
urer, and  Del  Bertschy  will 
fill  the  one  year  vacancy  of 
new  president  Randy  Miller. 

President  Miller  then 
appointed  Henry  "Hank"  Thoe- 
le  of  Green  Bay  as  NOW  secr- 
etary. 


GERALD  OLSHANSKI 
1940  - 1986 

The  Sheboygan  Coin  Cluil 
hosts  for  the  1986  NOW  shu 
at  Kohfer,  suffered  a shau 
tering  loss  only  two  weeH 
before  the  state  show,  wi i 
the  drowning  death  of  pai< 
president  Gerald  Olshansk 
Heightening  the  loss  we1: 
the  tragic  and  heroic  circ:i 
mstances  of  Jerry's  death, 
rescue  attempt  of  the 
year  old  friend  of  his  dau 
ghter  Amanda,  trapped  at 
overturned  boat  in  the  fl.i 
oded  Sheboygan  River. 

Gerald  Olshanski  was 
numismatic  worker  who  wi 
be  sadly  missed  by  Sheboyg’ 
Coin  Club  members  and  sout: 
eastern  Wisconsin  hobbiest 
At  the  time  of  his  deaj 
Jerry  was  serving  on  the  N> 
1986  show  committee. 


SOUTH  SHORE  SHOW 

Over  4,000  collector 
dealers  and  the  general  pui 
lie  registered  for  the  Soui 
Shore  Coin  Club  (SSCC)  23 
annual  coin  show  which  r< 
from  February  14th  throuii 
16th,  1986  at  the  Milwaukj 
MECCA  Convention  Center 
Many  of  the  125  table  hoi j 
ers  reported  having  the 
best  selling  and  buying  S' 
ows  in  years,  and  about 
tables  have  already  be5' 
sold  for  next  years  conve 
tion.  Business  at  the  Thur 
day  night  dealers  bourse  w> 
Continued  on  page  2 


V 


Page  -7 


THE  AMERICAN  CLUB 


Kohler,  Wisconsin 


First  thing  you  saw  when  you  hit  Sheboygan  were 
the  NOvV  show  signs.  Seems  every  important  cor- 
ner had  one.  A nice  way  to  advertise! 
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Beautiful  is  the  best  description  for  the  Amer- 
ican Club,  inside  and  out.  The  big  van  belongs 
to  Don  Hawthorne  and  it  wouldn't  fit  in  the  un- 
derground parking  lot. 


Just  a little  early  - this  patio  was  a bit  too 
cool  to  enjoy  at  the  iNOvV  show,  another  good 
reason  to  return  to  late  May  and  early  June  jNOw 
show  dates. 
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Madison  coin  collector, 
club  member  and  man  about 
numismatics,  Pete  Phill- 
ips, made  the  treck  to 
Kohler  with  his  new  set 
of  power  driven  wheels. 
Pete,  a long  time  NOiV  me- 
mber has  a crippling  form 
of  arthritis,  and  uses 
the  power  driven  chair  to 
nurture  his  strength  wh- 
ile still  mainstreaming 
in  numismatics!  A NOtV 
kind  of  guy! 


Two  "old  timers"  at  Kohler,  Del  Bertsahy 
who  just  hit  "90  young",  and  Tom  Fruit, 
(age  a closely  guarded  secret),  spin  a 
few  yarns. 
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Exhibit  award  winners  Tom  Snyder,  son  Jason, 
and  Louie  Stubler.  Tom  won  the  best  of  show, 
Louie  second,  and  the  Prieve/Stratton  award. 
John  Wilson  won  the  third  place  plaque. 


Wisconsin  Numismatic  Writers,  Harold  Helm,  (L), 
and  Fred  Borgmann  at  the  awards  breakfast.  Sec- 
ond place  winner  Bruce  Cox  was  not  present. 
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Working  For  The  Hobby 


Bob  Wilhite 


Veteran  Numismatic  News  market  analyst  Bob  Wilhite 
pools  pricing  data  from  ads,  auctions,  personal  contacts  at 
conventions  and  the  teletype  to  arrive  at  representative 
wholesale  and  retail  values.  Each  week  these  up-to-date 
market  values  are  presented  in  Coin  Market,  the  accurate 
guide  in  Numismatic  News. 


numismatic  I16WS 

W*«k1FCon»CTn9  Gud*  COH  MARKET  ® ™ ™ 


■Home  Of  Superior  Hobby  Periodicals  And  Books- 


krause 

publications 


700  E.  State  St.,  Iola,  WI  54990 
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Some  ‘Jkougktd 


When  veteran  Wisconsin 
numismatists  remember  NOW'S 
Gordon  Gill,  the  conversa- 
tions will  often  touch  on 
Gordon’s  "Odd  and  Curious" 
display  and  exhibit.  The  ex- 
hibit itself  was  lovingly 
built  to  capture  the  imagin- 
ation of  the  hobbiest  from 
the  novice  to  the  veteran, 
from  the  casual  passerby,  to 
the  purist  specialist.  Not 
really  an  "Odd  and  Curious" 
display  as  such,  it  was  more 
a display  of  odd  material  to 
facinate  the  curious! 

Of  course  the  dozen  case 
display  had  its  share  of  Af- 
rican and  Asian  artifacts; 
spear  and  bullet  money,  tra- 
de beads,  animal  teeth,  jade, 
tea,  clay  and  glass  money, 
shells,  bracelets  and  Ameri- 
can Indian  artifacts,  but 
also  more! 

Intersperced  with  the 
true  odd  and  curious  were 
uncirculated  and  proof  gold 
coins,  rare  and  unusual  med- 
ieval European  coins,  unusu- 
al Worlds  Fair  medals,  and 
Civil  War,  hard  times  and 
early  merchant  tokens.  Not 
all  the  material  was  rare  or 
scarce.  Obsolete  U.S.  coins 
were  well  represented,  comm- 
on Indian  cents,  half,  two 
and  three  cent  pieces,  steel 
cents,  off  center  coins  and 
any  thing  that  would  stir 
the  novice  imagination! 
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Like  paper  money?  Medii 
val,  colonial,  fractional 
large  and  small  national! 
broken  bank  notes,  script 
all  kinds,  your  interes? 
name  it,  Gordon  had  somet: 
ing  in  the  display  you  worn 
admire. 

The  ingenious  part 
Gordons  display  was  the  mil 
expanding  mix  of  mater  ii 
that  caused  the  viewer 
experience  unwittingly  t: 
vast  parameters  of  numisrrn 
tics.  No  one  can  really  es= 
imate  how  many  people  we? 
influenced  by  this  sing; 
numismatic  masterpiece.  L, 
oking  at  the  countless  horn 
that  went  into  the  cust: 
plastic  holders,  hand  prii 
ted  or  custom  lettered  sig> 
with  information,  facts  a? 
identification,  and  thou 
many,  many  hours  of  set: 
and  take  down,  Gordon  Gil 
was  simply  returning  to  t: 
hobby  a measure  of  the  gii. 
it  gave  him. 


The  Nicolet  Coin  Club 
Green  Bay  has  set  dates  f 
its  fall  show  for  1986,  ai 
spring  show  for  1987 . T 
fall  show  date  is  Octob 
19th,  1986,  the  spring  da 
March  8th,  1987  . Both  sha> 
will  be  held  at  the  Midw 
Motor  Lodge  in  Green  Bay. 


Story  time  at  Richard's  Supper  Club.  Keith  Kwa- 
llek,  Cliff  Manthe,  Harold  Helm. 


Numismatists  at  rest  at  Richard's  Supper  Club. 
L to  R - Tom  Fruit,  Don  Clark,  Dick  Anderson, 
Mick  Anderson. 
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WHAT  ARE  THE  ODDS? 

By  Bob  Kraft  - WNWA 

As  many  of  my  friends 
know,  the  writer  is  an  avid 
collector  of  Wisconsin  st- 
orecards, having  started 
some  7 years  ago.  The  tale 
I'm  about  to  relate  is  my 
most  unique  experience  while 
attempting  to  put  together  a 
merchant  set  from  Wisconsin. 
Wisconsin  is  a very  collect- 
ible state  with  an  interest- 
ing array  of  storecards, 
there  are,  of  course,  numer- 
ous key  tokens  that  are  elu- 
sive, not  the  least  of  which 
is  the  WI-550C-la  J.  Smart 
token  from  North  Prairie.  In 
my  time  span  of  collecting  I 
had  never  seen  this  token, 
nor  known  of  it's  being  on 
the  market.  I am  aware  of 
two  fellow  collectors  that 
have  this  item  in  their  col- 
lections . 

My  tale  starts  late  in 
the  summer  of  1985.  Being 
president  of  Numismatists  of 
Wisconsin,  I was  invited  as 
guest  speaker  at  the  Ocono- 
mowoc  Coin  Club's  regular 
meeting.  Not  wanting  to  bore 
the  members,  I decided  to 


program  the  CWTS  slide  ; 
available  from  Ken  Trobauj 
On  the  nice  summer  evening 
proceeded  to  drive  the 
odd  miles  to  "Cooney"  ; 
make  my  presentation.  Afi 
introductions,  et  al,  we  ] 
oceeded  with  the  slide  si 
which  was  very  well  recei” 
Bear  in  mind,  the  audiei: 
did  not  know  the  prog]] 
content  prior  to  my  arriv;; 
After  the  slide  show,  thu 
was  the  usual  discuss 
period  when  lo  and  behold  , 
gentleman  in  the  audiei: 
offered  that  he  had  a Sma< 
token  from  North  Prairi 
You  can  guess  my  amazemei: 
Attempting  to  gain  my  comjf 
sure,  I quieted  my  knocki 
knees,  and  suggested  an  i 
terest  in  the  storecard  alt 
fair  price.  Alas,  it  was  ir 
for  sale,  but  he  thought 
knew  of  another  piece.  C 
you  believe  that?  The  gentt 
eman  suggested  that,  if 
fact  he  had  known  the  prco 
ram  content,  he  would  haa 
brought  the  piece  along;  tt 
piece  I'd  never  seen.  In  aa 
event,  I drove  off  to  Madii 
on  in  a mild  state  of  shocc 
The  evening  had,  after  all 
been  a success;  five  membce 
joined  N.O.W. 

Some  three  months  lat<e 
out  of  the  blue,  I recei^ 
a post  card  from  nearby  W«a 
ertown;  the  sender  it  se«- 
had  a SMART  token  and  wai: 
interested?  I ran  to  the  jf 
one  and  made  a reasonall 
offer,  (price  range),  dep^ 
ding  on  condition.  After  it 
normal  conversation,  I <6 
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pected  to  receive  the  piece 
in  the  mail  within  days.  Im- 
agine my  chagrin  when  a week 
went  by  with  no  receipt.  Not 
being  able  to  bear  it  any 
longer,  I called  again,  hop- 
ing that  the  token  had  not 
been  mailed  and  lost.  My  se- 
cond call  raised  my  spirits; 
the  owner  suggested  he  did 
not  really  trust  the  postal 
service.  My  heart  was  glad- 
dened as  I offered  to  drive 
down  the  following  evening 
after  work  and  pick  it  up 
personally. 

The  next  evening,  my 
wife  and  myself  set  out  for 
Watertown.  After  one  incor- 
rect turn  and  a half  hour 
period  of  being  lost  in  the 
country,  we  did  manage  to 
find  the  rural  farm  house,  a 
classic  home  in  itself.  At 
last  I was  able  to  view  a 
SMART  token.  It's  not  mint 
state;  it  has  a smattering 
of  rim  damage- I would  grade 
it  VF . We  did  agree  on  a pr- 
ice and  the  piece  is  now 
mine  to  have  and  cherish. 

It  seems  the  former  own- 
er received  this  SMART  token 
in  change  ( in  Waukesha)  sh- 
ortly after  WW-2,  some  40 
/ears  ago.  At  that  time,  he 
Cook  it  to  a local  coin  shop 

only  to  be  advised  that  his 
piece  wasn't  worth  anything 
since  it  wasn't  even  a coin, 
de  took  it  home  and  placed 
it  in  his  wife's  ring  box, 
Cheoret ically  saving  same 
for  his  children  and  grand- 
children. Seems  his  father- 
r in- law  advised  him  of  my  in- 
terest; thus  his  initial 




post  card. 

The  writer  must  feel 
that  the  aforementioned  are 
rather  unique  circumstances 
in  obtaining  a difficult  to- 
ken. There  are  after  all, 
some  188  Wisconsin  merchants 
with  over  500  total  variet- 
ies. Just  what  are  the  odds 
against  the  aforementioned 
happening?  The  odds  against 
my  being  in  Oconomowoc  that 
particular  summer  night?  The 
odds  against  his  hearing  ab- 
out my  interest?  The  odds 
against  his  having  THAT  par- 
ticular token  as  his  only 
piece?  Figuring  the  odds  wo- 
uld be  a challenge  equal  to 
the  hunt  for  a nice  J.  Smart 
storecard.  No  matter,  I'm 
pleased  to  have  obtained  the 
piece,  and  would  wish  my 
fellow  NOW  members  similar 
touches  of  good  fortune. 


PENNYWEIGHT  — A unit  of 
weight  for  gold.  Twenty 
pennyweights  = 1 troy  oz. 
Originating  in  seventeenth  century 
England,  pennyweight  is  now  used 
mainly  in  the  United  States. 
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Calm  before  chow  at  Richard's  Supper  Club.  Left, 
Muriel  Manthe,  Cliff  Manthe,  Keith  Kwallek.  Ri- 
ght, Irene  Johnson,  Neva  Helm,  Harold  Helm,  Mick 
Anderson. 


now  time  at  Richard's  in  Sheboygan  Falls. 
L to  R - Fred  Borgmann,  Arlyn  Sieber,  Dave  Har- 
per, Randy  Miller,  Don  Clark,  Chet  Krause. 
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Milwaukee  ready  for  ’86  ANA 


lwaukee  ANA  committee  in  action  at  Baltimore.  Kurt  Krueger, 
il  Shafer,  Nancy  Wilson,  John  Wilson. 


The  Milwaukee  Numismatic  Society  is  hosting  the  American 
imismatic  Association  Convention  in  Milwaukee  -from  August  6th  through 
|>th,  1986.  If  you  intend  to  become  a Milwaukee  ANA  Patron,  why  not 
gn  up  now  and  guarantee  your  listing  in  the  ANA  Program? 

As  an  added  bonus,  the  Milwaukee  Numismatic  Society  will  be 
larding  their  50  year  anniversary  medal  and  special  elongated  sets  to 
patrons  (five  of  each).  The  medals  are  gold  plated  bronze  and 
semble  >a  $50  gold  piece.  The  elongated  coin  sets  depict  MECCA,  the 
te  of  the  1986  ANA,  and  were  made  in  denominations  from  1 cent 
irough  the  dollar.  These  special  sets  were  made  in  a very  limited 
imber.  The  drawing  for  these  ten  prizes  will  be  held  at  the 
lwaukee  1986  ANA  Convention.  The  drawing  will  take  place  in  the 
>spitality  room  during  the  Milwaukee  Numismatic  Society's  sponsored 

y. 
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1986 


June  21-22  RHINELANDER 

Holiday  Inn 
Northwoods  Stamp  Sc 
P.O.  Box  681 
Rhinelander  54501 

Coin 

Jul v 5 

SIREN 

Community  Center 
Fishbowl  W.  N.  Coin 
304  Pleasant  Ave. 
Frederic  54837 

Club 

August  5-9 

MILWAUKEE 

MECCA 

American  Numismatic 
8307  W.  Becher  St. 
West  Allis  53219 

Assn. 

August  16 

BARABOO 

Elks  Club 
Baraboo  Coin  Club 
1015  East  Street 
Baraboo  53913 

PLAN  AHEAD! 

LOCAL  SHOW  CO-ORDINATOR 

RANDY  MILLER 

P.  O.  BOX  254 

Oshkosh,  Wl  54902  or  call  414-231-6161 


September  7 LA  CROS>* 

Holiday  Inn  Hwy.  16 
La  Crosse  Coin  Club 
W 5381  Cty.  Hy.  M Si  W 
Holmen  54636 


September  21 FOND  DU  L„ 

American  Legion  Hall 
Fond  du  Lac  Coin  Club 
P.O.  Box  952 
Fond  du  Lac  54935 


September  28 ROCKFQ 

Howard  Johnson  Inn 
Rockford  Coin  Club 
1004  C Street 
Rockford,  111.  61108 


October  5 

WAUS5 

Youth  Bldg. 

Mar.  Co. 

Park; 

Wis.  Valley 
P.O.  Box  6 

Coin  Club 

Schofield 

October  12 

OCONOMOW. 

Community  Center 
Cooney  Numismatists  Ltd. 
P.O.  Box  624 
Oconomowoc  53066 


October  26 JANESVILJ 

Craig  Center  - Fairgrounds? 
Janesville  Coin  Club 
1321  Mineral  Point 
Janesville  53545 


November  7-9 MILWAUK-i 

MECCA 

Milwaukee  Numismatic  Socie 
3939  N.  Murray 
Milwaukee  53211 
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iFor  Collectors  of  Coins,  Medals 


AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  ASSOCIATION 


Milwaukee,  Wisconsin 

95TH  ANNIVERSARY  CONVENTION  • AUGUST  6-10,  1986 


American  Numismatic  Association  & Museum 

818  N.  Cascade  Avenue 

Colorado  Springs,  Colorado  80903-3279 


February  14,  1986 


The  American  Numismatic  Association  (ANA)  is  having  its  95th  Anniversary  Convention 
in  Milwaukee  this  coming  August  6-10,  1986.  The  site  of  the  convention  is  the 
MECCA  Convention  Center,  located  in  downtown  Milwaukee  on  4th  & Kilboum.  The  con- 
vention is  free  to  the  general  public  and  approximately  15*000  collectors  and  dealers 
from  throughout  the  TJ.  S.  and  other  countries  are  expected  to  attend  the  convention. 

As  the  association  is  a non-profit  organization  (501  c 3)  and.  due  to  the  present 
economy,  we  are  taking  steps  to  solicit  door  prizes  for  the  various  attendees  of  this 
upcoming  convention.  With  our  limited  funds,  we  would  greatly  appreciate  your  dona- 
tion for  this  purpose.  Due  to  our  non-profit  status,  we  are  able  to  offer  a tax- 
deductible  receipt  for  the  value  of  a donation  made  for  this  cause.  Attached  to  this 
request  is  a letter  confirming  our  non-profit  status.  Any  business,  organization  or 
individual  donating  to  this  worthwhile  cause  will  have  their  name  published  in  the 
"Official  Program"  as  a patron. 


If  you  have  any  question  regarding  the  convention  or  a donation  you  can  write  the 
Assistant  Chairpersons  Nancy  or  John  Wilson,  of  Milwaukee,  WI. 
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OSHKOSH'S  FINEST  RESTAURANT  AND  COCKTAIL  LOUNGE 
High  & Light  Streets 
Oshkosh,  Wisconsin 


ASHES  TO  ASHES,  DUST  TO  DUST 

By  Harold  Helm  - WNWA 

While  I was  contempla- 
ting between  two  different 
taverns,  as  to  which  one  to 
write  about  this  year  for 
the  Writers  Association, 
something  occured.  A fire 
destroyed  a building  down- 
town on  January  25,  1986.  I 
thought  then,  perhaps  I sh- 
ould write  about  that  place, 
as  I had  tokens  associated 
with  the  building. 

Then  on  February  23, 
1986  the  Oshkosh  Northwest- 
ern newspaper  had  an  article 
titled  "History  ends  in  Ash- 
es", by  Paul  Srubas.  Paul 
mentioned  numerous  people 
who  owned,  operated,  or  wor- 
ked in  this  building.  He 


told  of  things  I did  m 
know  about,  however  he  all 
left  out  some  things, 
said,  "Ashes  to  Ashes,  Dll 
to  Dust- it  happens  to  buill 
ings  as  well  as  people."  H- 
true  this  is.  When  a buill 
ing  id  destoryed,  whether 
fire  or  the  wrecking  ball 
if  you  dig  among  the  ash 
or  rubble  you  could  fii 
some  interesting  history  c a 
out  the  building  or  peopll 
who  were  associated  with  :il 

So  with  the  article  frl 
our  newspaper,  my  collect  iJ 
of  city  directories,  ant  I 
trip  to  the  public  libra]i| 
I will  try  to  tell  the  hi  I 
tory  of  the  building  wil 
five  of  my  tokens. 

Oshkosh  was  known 
have  had  numerous  fires  wll 
it  was  a lumber  town  back  I 
the  1800's.  One  fire  howei 
stands  out  as  the  bigg# 
and  worst  fire  Oshkosh  el 


Emm 
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had.  The  great  fire  of  April 
28,  1875,  which  wiped  out 

most  of  the  north  side  of 
the  river,  including  practi- 
cally all  of  the  business 
section  on  that  side  of  the 
river.  The  building  that 
burned  January  25,  1986,  was 
built  on  the  south  east  cor- 
ner of  High  and  Light  Street 
(now  Division),  after  that 
great  fire. 

The  first  occupant  was 
an  Englishman  named  William 
Perrin,  who  started  a hotel 
there  just  15  months  after 
the  fire.  He  named  his  hotel 
The  Fowler  House,  after  Ed- 
win Fowler,  who  built  it  sh- 
ortly before  Perrin  moved  in. 
]The  Fowler  House  featured  37 
grooms,  including  a bar  room 
and  shop  area  on  the  lower 
.level.  There  was  a stable  in 
l^he  back,  which  faced  Light 
street,  and  was  called  the 
rowler  Barn  until  1922,  when 
m automobile  company  took 
; Lt  over. 

Perrin  ran  the  place  un- 
i'il  1896.  Then  it  changed 
‘lands  four  times,  until  Wil- 
[.iam  J.  Crook  and  his  wife 
■ouisa  bought  the  hotel  on 
uly  1,  1906.  It  remained  in 
:he  Crook  name  for  the  next 
-0  years. 

When  William  died  in 
939,  Louisa,  with  the  help 
f her  son  Cyrus,  continued 
o operate  both  hotel  and 
ar  business.  Cyrus  became  a 
raveling  salesman  in  1936. 
lthough  Louisa  continued  to 
perate  the  hotel  section  of 
he  building,  the  shop  end 
nd  bar  room  were  both  leas- 
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ed  out.  The  shop  on  the  east 
end  of  the  building  had  been 
a barber  shop.  a tire  co., 
the  Yellow  Cab  Co, , and  a 
sewing  machine  repair  shop, 
at  various  times.  The  .west 
end  of  the  building  was  al- 
ways a bar  room  and/or  rest- 
aurant. This  is  where  the 
tokens  are  from. 

The  first  token  known 
from  the  building  was  issued 
1927-1929  when  Armin  Meister 
and  Emil  Harder  ran  the  bar 
room.  By  1930  they  were  op- 
erating the  Hotel  Clifton  on 
North  Main  Street. 


The  second  token  was  is- 
sued by  Jacob  Lang  who  ran 
the  bar  room  from  1943-1948. 
Before  moving  into  the  Fow- 
ler House,  Jacob  Lang  ran 
another  bar  for  three  years. 
So  the  token  could  be  from 
either  or  both  places. 

Elmer  Steinhilber  bou- 
ght the  Fowler  House  in  1946. 

Continued  Page  22 


When  the  Hi-Lite  Corp© 
ation  bought  out  the  bus? 
ness,  they  moved  all  t 
furnishings  over  to  the  Fov 
ler  House.  They  complete' 
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Edward  C.  "Teddy"  Georr 
was  manager  of  the  Hott 
Raulf  from  1938-1945.  He  a 
so  opened  a grill  and  tavee 
in  the  same  block  as  the  H 
tel  Raulf.  He  had  all  11 
furnishings  marked  with  tc 
initials  "T.G."  After  a ccc 
pie  of  years  he  sold  the  ^ 
ill  and  tavern  to  Fred  Kua 
ler  who  changed  the  name 
the  Town  Grill,  because 
initials  on  all  the  furniis  i 
ings. 

The  Teddy  George  tol i 
was  never  used  at  the  Fow  l : 
House,  but  is  included  h<6i 
because  of  the  business  tin 
was  bought  out  by  the  II . 
Lite  Corporation. 
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By  1949  Elmer  formed  a cor- 
poration with  four  other 
businessmen  and  called  it 
the  Hi-Lite  Corporation, 
named  after  the  streets  High 
and  Light.  This  corporation 
then  bought  out  a business 
on  North  Main  Street  that 
was  started  by  a man  called 
Teddy  George. 
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emodeled  the  entire  lower 
evel  inside  and  replaced 
:he  exterior  front  of  the 
luilding.  They  installed  all 
he  furnishings  from  the 
eddy  George  place,  and  cal- 
ed  it  the  Town  Grill  as 
red  Kuebler  did.  This  was 
he  end  of  the  Fowler  name 
.fter  73  years.  So  the  Town 
rill  token  could  have  been 
sed  in  either  or  both  pla- 
es . 


IS  A 


TOWN 
HOUSE 

OSHKOSH 
WIS. 


By  1957, 

the 

name 

was 

-hanged  again 

to 

the 

Town 

louse.  This 

is  where 

the 

ast  token 

comes 

in. 

The 

own  House  token  is 

made 

of 

>lastic.  the 

other 

four 

are 

ill  aluminum. 

In  1971  the  Hi-Lite  Cor- 
'oration  sold  the  building 
o Terry  Eisch.  Since  that 
ate  the  building  has  had 
wo  owners  and  four  differ- 
nt  names.  It  was  known  as 


Top  Hat  Restaurant,  Bobby  Me 
Gee’s,  Garfield's,  and  when 
it  burned  January  25,  1986, 
it  was  called  Chez  Joey’s. 

Built  up  from  ashes,  a 
building  lived  110  years  be- 
fore it  returned  to  ashes, 
in  a still  unknown  cause. 


Continued  from  page  6 

brisk  and  $330  was  collected 
for  the  Wisconsin  Council 
for  Tangible  Assets,  (WCTA), 
from  non  table  holders. 

Exhibits  were  again  a 
highlight  of  the  convention. 
About  60  cases  of  competi- 
tive and  non  competitive  ex- 
hibits were  on  display.  Cap- 
turing best  of  show  was  Leo 
Neidinger  with  an  exhibit 
titled  U.S.  Type  Fractional 
Currency.  First  place  win- 
ners were: 

James  Jach 
Irene  Neidinger 
Frieda  Opitz 
Thomas  Snyder 
Second  place  winners  were: 
Irene  Neidinger 
Karen  Jach 
Nancy  Wilson 
Thomas  Snyder 
Third  place  winners  were: 
Bill  Mross 
Jerome  Horzewski 
Phil  Whitebloom 
Doug  Van  Beek 
Non  competitive  exhibits: 
John  Wilson 
Irene  Neidinger 
Leo  Neidinger 
Lee  Hartz 

The  SSCC  wants  to  thank 
the  exhibit  judges  George 
Conrad,  Charles,  Dora  and 
Lee  Hartz. 
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BELOIT  NEWS 

The  Greater  Beloit  Area 
Coin  Club,  held  our  election 
of  officers.  They  are  as 
follows  s 

President-Darryl  Sheldon 
Vice  Pres. -Ken  Burkhamer 
Sec.  Treasurer-  Gary  Melby 
Sgt.  at  Arms-Jeff  Flowers 
We  will  be  holding  our 
annual  show  in  the  fall  on 
Oct.  5th.  Our  club  meetings 
are  held  the  third  Thursday 
of  each  month.  Please  send 
any  mail  to  Gary  Melby,  3826 
Arizona  Trail,  Janesville, 
53545. 


JANESVILLE  COIN  CLUB 
ELECTS  1986  OFFICERS 

At  it's  March  meeting,  the 
Janesville  Coin  Club  elected 
it's  governing  officers  for 
1986-87.  Mike  Miller  was 
elected  to  his  first  term  as 
president,  and  local  coin 
shop  owner  Gary  Melby  was 
chosen  as  vice  president. 
Rose  Jackson  will  continue 
her  indispensable  role  as 
secretary  and  treasurer. 


RACINE  NOTES 

George  Conrad  of  the  R\ 
cine  Numismatic  Society  wo 
Id  like  NOW  members  to  km 
that  NOW  past  president  Ra 
ph  Parker  has  returned 
Racine. 

Ralph,  who  has  been 
poor  health  for  many  year: 
is  now  a patient  at  a Racii. 
nursing  home.  Persons  wis5 
ing  to  drop  Ralph  a card  mi 
do  so  at  this  address: 

Ralph  Parker 

Westview  Nursing  Home 

Racine,  WI  53406 

Jerry  Binsfeld,  winm 
of  the  club  representatii 
award  for  information  ff 
publication  in  NOW  News  Pi 
a new  address.  You  can  co 
tact  Jerry  at  P.0.  Box  19^ 
Pleasant  Prairie,  WI  5315 
Keep  up  the  good  reportii 
work  Jerry! 


BUD  AMBROSE 
1906-1986 

Long  time  Janesville  anl 
coin  collector  and  deal.ij 
"Bud"  Ambrose  died  in  hi 
home  March  7th  after  a loii 
illness.  Bud  was  a past  pr*  I 
sident  of  the  Janesville  CD 
in  Club  and  a member  w.  ; 
rarely  missed  the  club  j 
monthly  meeting's.  Bud's  jjil 
in  collecting,  and  life 
general,  will  make  him  a Li  I 
sting  memory  to  all  tho1  j 
who  were  fortunate  enough 
have  known  him. 
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MILWAUKEE,  WISCONSIN 

Cordially  Invites  You  To  The 

95th  ANNIVERSARY  CONVENTION 

AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 

MECCA  CONVENTION  CENTER  — DOWNTOWN  MILWAUKEE 
AUGUST  6th  through  10th,  1986 


LA  Kf 


HOSTED  BY  THE  MILWAUKEE  NUMISMATIC  SOCIETY 

KURT  R.  KRUEGER,  General  Chairman 
8307  W.  Becher  Street  - West  Allis,  Wl  53219 
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Numismatists  of 
Wisconsin 


President 

Randy  Miller 
P.0.  Box  254 
Oshkosh  54902 

Vice  President 

Robt.  Van  Ryzin 
713  £.  Parkway 
Oshkosh  54901 

Treasurer 

David  Hunsicker 
319  S.  9th  Ave. 
West  Bend  53095 


Carol  Janney 
P.0.  Box  469 
Richland  Center  53581 

Mike  Tramte 
P.0.  Box  1036 
Green  Bay  54305 

Dick  Anderson 
436  Nicolet  Blvd. 
Menasha  54942 

Tom  Fruit 

2380  Pinecrest  Lane 
Green  Bay  54303 


Board  of  Governors 

Robert  Korosec 
8307  W.  Becher  St. 
West  Allis  53219 

Cliff  Manthe 
303  Superior  Ave. 
Tomah  54660 

Harold  Helm 
119  W.  9th  Ave. 
Oshkosh  54901 

Fred  Borgmann 
Krause  Pub.  Bldg. 
Iola  54990 


Past  President 

Robert  Kraft 
205  JN . Whitney 
Madison  53705 

Lditor 

Gerald  Johnson 
1921  Chase  St. 

Wis.  Rapids  544^1 

Secretary 

Hank  Thoele 
P.0.  Box  12703 
Green  Bay  54307’ 


i^ancy  wilson 
P.O.Box  27185 
Milwaukee  53227 

Lester  Burzinski.  1 
2105  Oakridge  Av  J 
Madison  53704 

Del  Bertschy 
3939  JN . Murray  Ail 
Milwaukee  53211  t 

Jerome  Tillung 
817  Mornings ide  . . 
Lau  Claire  5470)1 


The  objective  of  Numismatists  of  Wisconsin  shall  be  to  encourJ 
and  promote  interest  in  numismatics;  to  cultivate  friendly 
lations  between  Wisconsin  coin  collectors  and  the  state's  cnl 
clubs,  as  well  as  collectors  of  other  states;  and  to  encour' 
and  assist  new  collectors  and  coin  clubs.  All  resources  of  | 
organization  shall  be  used  to  further  these  objectives. 


ANDERSON’S 

186  Main,  Menasha,  Wl  54952 
Phone  414-722-5461 

Dick  and  Marion  Anderson 


Paying  Top  Prices  For  Older  Proof  Sets 

Plus  Singles  & Estates 

Not  Just  A Slogan  But  Guaranteed  Results! 


1 . We  are  consistently  buying  at  coin  shows. 

2.  Since  1960  we  have  received  collections  that  were 
bid  on  a competitive  basis. 

3.  We  never  pass  up  a small  or  large  collection. 

4.  If  you  have  any  U.S.  proof  sets  or  coins  for  sale,  we 
would  appreciate  you  stopping  by  our  table  at  any 
coin  show,  or  just  drop  us  a line. 


ANA  LM  1110,  NOW  LM  12 
Bank  Reference  - First  National  Bank,  Menasha,  Wl 


Voecks’  Fox  Valley  Coin 

Exchange 


103  East  Kimberly  Avenue  Kimberly,  Wisconsin  54136 

TELEPHONE  414-731-5451 


NATIONWIDE  TELETYPE  SERVICE 


WISCONSIN’S  ONLY  FULL  SERVICE  DEALER 

Wisconsin's  oldest  & largest  rare  coin  & bullion  dealer 

WISCONSIN’S  MOST  KNOWLEDGEABLE  STAFF 
OVER  60  YEARS  COMBINED  EXPERIENCE 


Complete  line  of  White’s  Metal  Detectors 
Guns  for  the  Collector  and  Investor  from  $25.  to  $5000.00 


FOXY" 


WHEN  BUYING  OR  SELLING,  IT  PAYS 
TO  CONTACT  THE  PROFESSIONALS 

Wise.  WATTS  1-800-242-3575 
National  WATTS  1-800-558-3508 


Fred,  Fritz 
& Randy  Voecks 

A N A.  38584 
LM-1605 

FACTS  T.T  Circuit 
Member  of  Reuters  Com  Service 
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